SULTAN    AIDARUS

followers including the 'Aqil of Husn Halima, a pleasant-faced but very
black individual. We sat down to business and tea and coffee were
produced.

The Sultan 'Aidarus asked me to go up to the Husn but I thought it
would be more tactful to the Fadhlis to decline, so said I was feeling unwell,
which was not entirely untrue. I then tackled the big question and repeated
to 'Aidarus most of what I had said to the Fadhli Sultan, except that I added:
"I am sure a young, able and intelligent man like yourself ought to be able
to make a new friendship with the Fadhli Sultan and settle your differences
yourselves, and go to Lahej and report that you have done so."

"I am in favour of peace/' replied Sultan 'Aidarus, "but the Fadhlis have
failed to meet the lawful claims of the Lower Yafa'is for fields, and over
murders and loots."

I smiled, replying that the Fadhlis had similar claims against them.

"During the truce period," the Sultan said, "the Fadhlis have continued
to carry off the property of my men while they haVe done no wrong what-
ever."

I repeated what I had said to the Fadhli Sultan, namely, that there could
be no real peace until both parties showed a real desire to settle the affair,
"and," I went on, "I advise you to think rather of the wrongs your people
have done to the Fadhlis than of \yhat they claim from them."

"The Fadhlis have only one right," said 'Aidarus, "the Nazi'a water,
and in all other matters they have wronged the Lower Yafa'is."

"I believe the Fadhli Sultan is sincerely anxious to make peace," I said,
"but the Nazi'a water question must be satisfactorily setded and Husn
Halima ought to come down as it will always be a source of offence to
the side that does not possess it, I have impressed on the Fadtli Sultan the
need of keeping the Ahl Haidera Mansur and the Ahl Fuleis in order if
the Husn is demolished."

Sultan 'Aidarus smiled.   "The Fadhlis never keep their word but will ~
agree to keep it and then act treacherously."

"I don't altogether blame you for smiling/' I*said, "but if you want
peace you must try and have some confidence in the promises of the other
side."

I then enquired as to the real reasons of this long-standing dispute, and
asked if he did not agree that the Nazi'a water question was at the bottom
of it all.

"The original reason,5' he replied, "was a rifle whicb was